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A Musical

« Extravaganza with the legendary

veena,maestro Rajhesh Vaidhya

and super singer fame
Anand Arvindakshan, Lakshmi Pradeep
Malavika Rajhesh Vaidhya

Alongside the'largest South Asian band of UK
Rainbow Raagas

Sunday 12th May 2019 at Stockport Plaza, Manchester
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From a humble beginning in 1986 it is gratifying to see NTA grown and
developed into what it is today, a large charitable organisation devoted to
sustaining and developing Tamil language and culture in the UK.

Life was not comfortable for Tamils living in SriLanka from 1958 onwards.
During 70's and 80's number of Tamil professionals and skilled workers
emigrated from Srilanka to various countries around the world. A large
number came to UK and settled in the south of UK around London. A good
number of Tamils came to the North and had no problem getting jobs in
the cities around Manchester. Obtaining visa fo UK was easy at that fime.
Education in the Srilankan Universities was in English medium, and all
migrants had a good command of English language, and this was very
helpful in settling in the UK.

The children who were growing up faced a different kind of situation.
They had to attend local schools and only few of them were Asian looking.
Children, adaptable as they are, had no problem integrating with local
pupils. Large number of them went to universities later in their life. This
posed a new kind of worry to the parents. If these children were to grow
up in to this kind of environment, there were no other choices, Tamil
language and culture will be totally alien to them. Tamilians are a race
proud of their language and culture, they have very good reasons to be so.
Whenever and where ever Tamils met this will certainly be a topic of
conversation. How to expose and create interest to our younger
generation in the richness of Tamil culture.

Kitchen gossips and dinner table chats gave way to some serious talks. A
group of enthusiastic Tamils got together and started discussing as to
ways and means of passing on our rich culture to the new generation. They
formed an association and named it Northern Tamil Association. The word
Northern denoted north of England. A constitution was drafted, and bank
account opened.



The very first meeting was held in Bolton hall in 1986. Ever since two events
were staged every year, one around Tamil new year in April, and another
nearer Deepavali in November. This tradition has never been broken up to
now.

Early years were not easy for NTA. There were no funds, no regular income,
no sponsors. Times was hard at that time and not many had spare money to
support NTA or any other organisation. However, the committees manged to
stage bi annual events, in various community halls and school halls. The
committee members provided home cooked meals for the events, and there
was a small entrance fee to cover the overhead costs. Life became difficult
and at time it was felt that NTA cannot be sustained in the current form. If
not for one or two generous members, who donated four figures sum, out of
their own pocket to prop up the organisation, NTA wouldn't be what it is
today.

There were number of teachers in the community and they volunteered to
teach the youngsters music, dance and drama. It is to their credit that on
every occasion there were number of items staged by the youngsters. Adults
too contributed various items.NTA has become more popular, membership
improved, funds improved. NTA was now in a position to bring in outside
groups to perform.

In the year 1994, ‘Chitralaya’, a young Tamil musical group from London was
the first group to perform for NTA. In 2007, for the first time NTA brought
in artists from Chennai. Gangai Amaran and his party performed with the
support of 'Chitralaya’, who by this time has become a very accomplished
group. NTA started to bring artists from Tamilnadu every year regularly and
it is nice to see the gathering of about 800 to 1000 Tamil people, enjoying
these concerts with their families.

The vision and aspirations of the founder members, carried on by successive
committees by their dedication, enthusiasm and hard work has produced
dividends. NTA will grow and develop to be a source of inspiration for all
generation of Tamils in the UK.

Dr. John Godfrey

Past President NTA
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ATTENTION
NON-RESIDENT INDIAN &
PERSON OF INDIAN ORIGIN

Moy the steady flome of
love and wmpa.ssion ltg!lt'up werg/wme

All good things begin from home

- HDFC
HOME LOANS
creafe four space

Housing loan related advisory services brought to you by Housing Development Finance Corporation Limited, London office.
1, Northumberland Avenue, Trafalgar Square, London - WC2N 5BW Tel: 020 7872 5542/47/62 Email: hdfclondon@hdfc.com

Disclaimer: Please note that the contents herein are for informative purposes only for NRIs/PIOs/OCls and do not constitute or purport to constitute any
form of advice, recommendation, promotion, offer or invitation to offer, inducement or solicitation to buy and/ or sell or subscribe for any product/s and/or
loan or financial activity by HDFC Limited, London Branch and/ or HDFC Ltd. having its registered office at Ramon House, H. T. Parekh Marg, 169, Backbay
Reclamation, Churchgate, Mumbai - 400 020, India. Terms and Conditions apply. CIN: L70100MH1977PLC019916.




- Kamalini Hariraj

A boy called Sam, who lived in a small village wanted to build his own Butterfly
Garden, in his back garden. He likes colours and he is dreaming about is all the
time. He shared his dream to his friends, but no one understood, instead they
laughed at him. They even discouraged him! by saying that his dream cannot
fulfilled, as butterflies cannot stay in one place, its nature is to fly away to find
some beautiful flowers.

Sam was bit depressed but didn't lose hope. He couldn't leave his dream behind,
as he is dreaming it for long time. As he is thinking about it all the time, he
finally came to the solution that he need to plant beautiful flowers to bring
colourful butterflies to his garden.

He planned for ahead before summer. He went to the nearby Garden Centre
with some of his pocket money to buy some beautiful flower seeds and plants
and he did plant them too in his garden.

Days passed. All the seeds and plants turned in to beautiful garden. Now sam's
garden was full of colourful, scented flowers, which attracted almost everyone
in his street. Sam got good appreciation from his parents, friends, neighbours

and relatives.

But Sam was waiting for the butterflies o come to his garden. Finally, a day
came that fulfilled all his wish. Yes, it's a butterfly! Sam was surprised to see
that beautiful Creature with lots of colours in his wings came to his garden. He
couldn't take his eyes off from it. He jumped up and down. Hooray! ' I did it' he
said.

In few days lot of butterflies, buzz bees started visiting his garden and his
garden was named as Sam's Butterfly Garden' and it gradually become famous
among his friends and in his neighbours. They all started visiting Sam's
Butterfly Garden and started moving very friendly to him. Clever Sam opened
his Butterfly Garden to public.




Lots of people started visiting his Butterfly Garden. Day after Day
colourful butterflies, beautiful buzz bees started visiting his garden
regularly.

Sam's Butterfly Garden brought happiness to lot of people - Mum's
carried their babies to show the colourful plants and butterfly. Kids
come to play in his butterfly garden. Teenagers come to collect specimen
for their studies. University students come to his garden to make
research and study about the rare butterflies and bees that visits his
garden. Retired people come to his garden for relaxation and to enjoy the
beauty of the nature.

Sam is very happy that he created a garden for his dream come true and
now it is useful for lots of people. Sam felt satisfied and felt that he has
done something good in his life with all his hardwork.

Life has many up and down. But Sam proved that the continuous hardwork
to achieve the dream will never fail.

Moral of the story:

Don't listen to any negative advice and struck in one place. Ignore all the
obstacles and try to focus just in your dream. It will come true one day
with all your passion and dedication. If success comes to you, you will feel
happy, proud and proven. I personally feel that everyone in this world has
to taste the wonderful feeling of success, comes out of their hardwork.




Seeraalangari

This is an authentic Thanjavur snack
Very healthy and can be eaten with main food as well.

Ingredients:

& Split moong dal 2 cups

& Onion 1/2 chopped very fine
& Red chillies 8 (depends how
much spice you want; this is spicy)
& Fennel seeds 2 teaspoon

@ A pinch of asafoetida




Craft works by
<€ Krithika Ram

Peacock made entirely of

clay. No paints used. Polymer clay Jewellery

Card made
using acrylic
paints and
fine liner pens
by Sanjana
Ram




All your PROPERTY and PROTECTION
needs under one roof

Portfolio
Landlords
| —
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Let to BU\v

Relevant

Developer
Finance

Auction
Finance

rl\\léchu Finance

Proud to be transparent

Independent Mortgage & Insurance Advisers

Email: Team@nachu.co.uk | Phone/ Whatsapp : +44 2089514988
Website: www.NachuFinance.co.uk | Mobile : +44 7707360375

As a mortgage is secured against your home or property,
it could be repossessed if you do not keep up the mortgage repayments.




If | was a planet... \

If I was a planet, Shaped like a pomegranate, I would have two moons,
Both as shiny as silver spoons.

My top would be volcanic, But nowhere near as tragic. My bottom would be
aquatic, And full of magic.

Read the amazing poem written by
Siva in Year 5, I am sure you will
agree he deserved the Head
Teachers Award he was given for it.

My orbit would be small,

So birthdays come sooner to you all.
My sun would be defiant,

And very self-reliant.

It would want to shine brighter than all the other stars, And be like the
headlights of not one but many cars.

My forests would be a lush green, More than you have ever seen.
My oceans and seas would be a deep blue, With no pollution from people
like you! ‘

I would like to keep it that way,

4 \ € v )
So let me have my say. A\ -

— ——

Unless you promise to keep this planet green and blue, I will keep it away
from you !

By Siva Mahesh, Preston
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Partha is a retired GP from
Northeast. Lives in the UK for last
40 years. He writes in Tamil to keep
up his interest in the culture and
language of our native land.
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Pranesh Ashok is 6 years old from Leeds.
He likes buildina leao and oriaami.







2 Minutes Peanut Chutney

Ingredients

& Dry roasted peanuts - Handful
& Dry red chilli - 1

& Black pepper seeds - 1 tsp

& Cumin seeds - 1 tsp

@ Curry leaves - few
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Seasons may change

Stay with SPRING

We supply all kinds of
Office & School Stationery

Cleaning & Hygiene Products
GP Surgery Supplies

Compatible and Original
Toner & Cartridges

) SPRING STATIONERY
Connect with Oswaldtwistle mills Business centre
;eprinostati e < Clifton Mill, Pickup Street, Oswaldtwistle, BB5 OEY
WWW .bprlllbstdtl()nﬁr} N 'O'ul\ Tel: 01264 30 40 77 / Fax: 01254 44 75 89
for best deals & offers Email: enquiry@springstationery.co.uk
Trading under S&S General Traders UK Ltd

STATIONERY §J TONER HYGEINE PRODUCTS J GP SURGERY SUPPLIES

Purest like
mother S

SubJayasitd

Importers and a sole distributor of
Subjayas brand Idli rice, Urid(Gotta) Dhal,
Toor Dhal and Moong Dhal

Email: siva@subjayas.co.uk
Mobile: 07769320415
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Miss. Varshini Sundaram,
8yrs, Manchester
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Pencil portraits of Jimi Hendrix and
Mother Teresa by Koustuv Sen
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URL: www.hepaudrey.com
Phone: 0208 560 4929
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These are some

of her drawings

using colour

pencils and
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Poem by Sujatha Gopal
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* No estate fees/ Survey cost
* Fast decision
e Totally confidential
e Friends flexible service
* For long term rent with buying option

CALL US TODAY - 0161 - 401 2006

JAGADISH - 07865083735
SANJAY - 07466382338

FREE MONTHLY PROPERTY MEETUPS IN MANCHESTER
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e INCOME PROTECTION/ LIFE COVER
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* WHOLE LIFE COVER (funeral expenses)
e MORTGAGE INSURANCE
e COMMERCIAL INSURANCE
CALL JAGADISH - 07865083735




An Essay about Sherlock by Rene
Shreya's (Year 7

Sherlock Holmes is a high-functioning
sociopath whose house is 221B Baker
Street. His profession is being a
consulting detective which means he helps
the police when they are out of their
depth which , he says , is always. He uses
deductions to know information about his
cases and the things around him.

His best friend , John Hamish Watson
helps Sherlock solve his cases and since
he's an ex-army doctor he helps Sherlock
when he needs medical advice or general
advice not like Sherlock's ever ill.

When Sherlock gets a case he will devote
his entire time to it. Sometimes, he'll stay
awake until 3am talking to himself,
investigating his Mind Palace and/or
talking to John about everything and
anything. Sherlock's Mind Palace is a place
where Sherlock stores any kind of
information and when he needs it he'll go
to the section that it's in and use it. It's a
clever way of storing information for when
it's necessary.

Sherlock and John both have websites
where people can find out different
things. Sherlock's website is called The
Science of Deduction and John website is
The Personal Study of John H. Watson.
The Science of Deduction is about
deductions Sherlock makes about
everyday things and he updates very
briefly about solved cases, The Personal
Study of John H. Watson is a blog about
the cases John and Sherlock solve.
Obviously, they are longer than The

Science of Deduction posts because like to
elaborate on certain things for his viewers.
John started his blog because his therapist
told him to. His therapist said he had a
psychosomatic limb but both , Sherlock and
Mycroft who is Sherlock's elder brother,
told John that this was wrong. John's
condition allows him to get up and walk
freely.

The reason he had got this ferrible
condition is because he had an injury in his
shoulder in Afghanistan which meant he
had to use a crutch on the left side of his
body so he couldn't just get up.

Sherlock's one and ftrue weakness is being
boring. He hates being boring. The likely
scenarios in which he would be bored are if
he had an easy case and has nothing to do
and if he has no cases to solve over an
extended period of time. If he is bored, he
will go into manic mode. He will continuously
shoot the wall, he'll pace around the flat
like he might need to go the bathroom and
he will just be very restless. Since he is not
like any human being on this earth, his mind
also follows that rule. He says that envys
John because his mind is so placid, in line
and barely used. Sherlock compares his to
an engine racing out of control and a rocket
tearing into to pieces and trapped on the
launch pad. Sherlock simply cannot live for d
long period of time without a case.

Sherlock says that ordinary people fill their
minds with lots of things so it's hard to get
to the real facts. Even though, Sherlock
does that, he stores the unwanted
information in his Mind Palace and extracts
the important info which is why he is the
ultimate detective.



Prisha Ashok is 8 yrs old from Leeds. She is
passionate about drawings, music and dancing.




Sherlock Haikus by Rene Shreya
(Year 7)

Far, far away in the streets of
London,

221B to be precise,

There lies a man who is not a
psychopath.

Some people think he's a freak,

He says he's a high functioning
sociopath,

People like annoying Anderson lower
his ability to think as well the IQ of
the whole street.

He has one friend who is more human,
His name is John Hamish Watson,

Sherlock has changed his life so John
could start anew.

The resident chemist and specialist
registrar at St Bart's morgue is Molly
Hooper,

Sherlock never sees her and she goes
unnoticed,

She's shy and timid, if only she was
braver.

The only person in the police force
who knows Sherlock is DI Lestrade ,

Is his first name really Greg?
Or is it Geoff?

Jim Moriarty is so changeable!

He always plans about how he can get
Sherlock to face his weaknesses so Jim
can skin him,

He knows the fall never would kill
Sherlock but Sherlock knows only old
age will kill him!

Mycroft is Sherlock's older brother,

Mycroft worries about Sherlock
constantly,

But when put together the Holmes
brothers are unstoppable.

Eurus is Sherlock's unknown sister,

A girl in the shadows in hatred she
shines,

Broke out of her cell is Sherringford but:
she is emotionally distressed and lonely.

Irene Alder is The Woman , The
Dominatrix and The Whip Hand

She will never stand for herself
She will never remain Sherlocked

John made a mistake think Mary
Morstan was normal,

She's a psychopath but she understands
John,

So John remembers her everyday
wherever he is.

Mrs Hudson is the caring landlady who is
not a housekeeper,

She's very considerate and knows how to
keep Sherlock in line
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Pradeep Thomas from Burton used pencil and pasfels to create
this wonderful drawings of Periyar, Morgan Freeman and
Matterhorn mountain




Happy and Smile

- Dhruv Hariharan

Long long ago, so long ago, there lived a small girl, Poorni, 12 years old,
selling cup cakes on the road side and always with a smile. The sale always
starts around five in the evening and the target consumers are the hungry
people coming back from office, children hurrying to go to tuition and old
people going for a walk. Her cup cakes are so delicious that many will be
longing to eat. With less butter, cream and sugar and more fruits and
cherries, every cup cake was selling like a hot tea. People used to take
parcel as well.

Within couple of hours, Poorni will sell all cup cakes and go back home with
57 rupees in hand. Her mother, the woman behind the cup cake, will be
ready with the dinner and eagerly waiting in the wheel chair to receive her
daughter.

Unfortunately, Poorni's father died a year back in the road accident, in
which mother also lost her legs. But they never lost their faith and belief
in survival. Every day is a big challenge, but happily faced it with a smile in
their heart.

This is the daily routine for both mother and daughter. Slowly the duo
started enhancing the business. Instead of selling one variety, the mother
prepared multiple varieties of cup cakes. Instead of 57 rupees, Poorni
started coming back home with 96 rupees. Prudent mother started saving
for their own future. A Samaritan, one of their customers, helped them to
open a bank account and the adorable mother deposited the cash every
Friday.

Murphy's law of business says “"Every business comes with a flavour of
competition”. Poorni's cup cake business is not an exception for this law.



The competition compounded and many started selling different varieties
of food. Cup cakes started losing its visibility. Poorni started receiving
fewer amounts in her hands because of which stocks did not sell
completely. But they never lost hopes. Every obstacle is stepping stone to

success

The new competition pushed them to think differently. She started
preparing different varieties of edibles and crafted small arts. Every
evening both of them went to the market to sell. Poorni took care of selling

edibles where as energetic mother took care of selling crafts.

As and when the strategy of the business is changed to suit the markeft,
the income will definitely increase. The same happened to the family.
Instead of taking back home 96 rupees they started to take 129 rupees
every day. Their hard work, positive energy and non-stop improvements,
made them to climb the ladder slowly, consistently and confidently.

One fine day, they decided to rent a small shop in the market, so that both
can be in the shop at the same time to sell both crafts and edibles. One of
the regular customers suggested the shop name as "Happy and Smile".

When asked, he said "I have seen both of you with full smile always. The
tiredness or sleeplessness is never shown in the face. Whatever problem
you have, you both always look happy, generating abundant positive energy”

"Happy and Smile" eventually gained high popularity and happily operated in
multiple areas.

So, the message of this story is "Whatever work we do, if we do with full
happiness and interest, sky is the limit"
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Communication is a skill By
Meharvad

When T was a child, many including my
teachers, pushed me to speak in English.
Sorry, I forgot to tell you that I was not
very fluent in English and as always more
fluent in Tamil.

In year 8, I moved from a very ordinary
state school (where everyone including
head teacher spoke in Tamil, even though
the medium of teaching claimed to be in
English) to a matriculation school, where
everyone was speaking in English. T was bit
scared and pushed my day without inviting
much attention. But my fate did not
favour me. Maths teacher caught my
throat to solve a problem. I solved it
within a minute and showed the answer.
She asked me to explain the method. Well,
I have no other choice so I explained in
broken English, with mixed tenses, wrong
usage of words and jumbled voices. The
class mates did not comment initially, but
the maths teacher ridiculed me in front of
the class so badly that everyone in my
class made fun of me so I was pushed to
cry in the break. I scored very less in
English language but T managed fo pass.
The class teacher commented to my
mother “your son speaks very bad English
and this school maintains the English
standards similar to Oxford and

Cambridge. Please can you enforce the
usage of English at home as well?"

From that day, whenever I speak in Tamil,
every adult in my compound pushed me to
speak in English. T have to watch English
serial, read English comics, novels and
even if I want to speak to a girl, I have to
speak in English. Breathe English, Eat
English, Walk English and Sleep English. I
have to learn at least ten new words every
day. At one point in time, I realised that a
very talkative person slowly transformed
to a silent person. My parents noticed a
different person in me with less
communication and the voice in me slowly
moving towards the shell. And then
lightning thought struck every adult in my
compound. Enforcing a language so
vigorously led to spoil communication and
realised encouragement is different from
enforcement.

After this realisation, the usage of
English was completely relaxed and in fact
it was so relaxed that I was able to speak
to the next door girl in fluent Tamil, just
as before, in less than two months.
Instead of enforcing, they started
teaching different usage of words, voices,
tenses, synonyms, antonyms etfc. I myself
realised I am improving. In the next
parents meeting, my profound and proud
English teacher said "see, I asked you to
follow the usage of English at home and he
has scored nicely. Only place where he
needs improvement is ....", even before she



completed, I heard my father who was sitting next to me said ‘“please can I
interrupt ?". Teacher, with surprising face, accepted the request and signed my
father to continue. He said very politely “"don't let the language kill the
communication. It is an art and should be developed properly and consistently. If you
want the children to learn a language, teach them and encourage them to use it. But
never enforce them to use only that language and kill their communication skill".

In fact, exactly this is the topic I wanted to discuss in this article, but my father
revealed it to the teacher and you would have read by now.

Even though this is a true incident which happened in my life, I do not want other
children to suffer like me. Developing the communication skill is very important
without which, living in this contemporary and challenging world is next to impossible.
The more you enforce the usage of language, the more the problem. Instead, give
your child a comfortable space to learn the language and excel.

No point in learning multiple languages when the underlying skill on how to
communicate is very poor. It is like filling water in a container with multiple holes.

So, insist on learning different languages without hurting the communication layer.

The sun comes up, A poem by Vishista
Shankara, Age 10 from
It's a new day dawning, Wirral

‘ The city awakes, Soon the sunset comes,

The heart of the city beats, The city drifts to sleep

- Cars beeping, people talking, RNlo- more. Mo ses
Sun goes down,
Moon comes up,

Time to go.



The Friendly Shark by
Vanessa Hariharan

Long ago, a shark, by name Blade,
ruled the sea. Sea creatures despised
him and were petrified. One day,
Blade was swimming casually,
searching for some food, as he was
ravenous. He saw something that
looked like him. “l wonder what is
that creature” he thought. So he
swam towards it. Found something so
alluring, admirable and lovely. He
found the love of his life, and her
name is Jewel. Life moved on, more
visiting, more lunches, dinners and
ended up in grand wedding. The wife
gave birth to a baby boy, and named
him as Bubbles.

Days turned into weeks and slipped
into months. Every day, Blade taught
how to rule, how to be the boss, and
how to survive attacks. Poor Bubbles
didn’t want any of this. He wanted
something special, a friend. But he
couldn’t have one, as his father
never allowed him. His father’s
mantra is ”learn to live on your own
and never depend on anyone. You are
the king and king should be alone
and Independent”. At the age of 5,
his mother Jewel expired.

Months turned into years, and
Bubbles is now 13. He got into the

“no friends” life even though he
never liked it. Every day, he swam in
open water on his own, and met
fishes on his way, trying his very best
to at least get a smile back. But
none smiled back because a) he is a

shark, and 2) he is the son of a
fearful father.

One day, while swimming Bubbles
met a catfish, his name was Casper.
For the first time, Caper smiled back
and said “hello” to Bubbles. Bubbles
also said “hi, what is your name?”
which led to multiple questions and
conversation slowly developed. They
met very often and became very
good friends.

Few days later, when Blade was fast
asleep, Casper took Bubbles and
introduced to some other friends viz.
Ariel, Coco, Spike, Squirt and Ginger.
Bubbles soon realised that he is
developing a healthy social circle.

Life started becoming more colourful
and lively. Bubbles started meeting
the friends very often. They danced
and enjoyed the evening together,
and everyone started acknowledging
Bubbles as a friendly shark.

Soon Bubbles realised, “Friends
makes life memorable, eventful and
enjoyable”.
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A Musical

Extravaganzaiwithithellegendary;

"‘Veena maestro Rajhesh Vaidhya

andisuper;singerifame
Anand Arvindakshan,
Lakshmi Pradeep
Malavika Rajhesh Vaidhya

E LT - Alongsideithe largest:
. Rajhesh Vaidhya South Asian band of UK
Rainbow I!aagas
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Malawka ol il
I- 'S {l Lakshmi Pradeep
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